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when the time came when fhey, found
themselves in need of & man with a vast
capacity for executivé ability, and ut
the same time o man who could remain
unruffied amid all sorts of trinls and de-
nunclations, even by his friends, they
turned to Lansdowne. This time they
mada him socretary of state for war.
That put him in the cabipef and madas
him one of England's most powerful
statesmen. oy

In this position, as bead of the war
office, Lord L 1 ne was al pansiblo
for the condition in which Great Pritaln
went to war with the Boers. From the
beginning of the war to the dissolution !
of the cabinet In 150 he was subjected
to the most virulent eriticlsar from all
classes of the British publlc. The in-
adequacy of the army supplles was lald
to his door, and he was hmlldeiv'pnd
reviled on that score. The commander- P
in-chlef of the army, Lord Walseley,
definitely charged him with having ob-
strurted practical men In the execution
of thelr duty. Press and public were
alike outspoken in demanding his resig-
pation. Yet he retained hia #«1m and
dignified manner; he went right on with
bis work: he studled the sitmation for
himself and acted accondiugly.- Still tha
public was frmly convinced that Lord
Sullsbury would at length bow to popu-
lar sentiment and at the first oppor-
tunity allow the secretary for war (o re- | o
tire graociously from public life.
Great was the astonlshment, there-
fore, when It was announced to the na-
| tion that, with the selection of the cabi-
||:N!t, which existed until his recent re-
| tirement from metive publie life, Lord
ls:li;burr had chosen .the Marqguis. of
| Lansdowne as secretary for foreign af-
| falrs, the most {mportant position, next
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